
 

 
 
 
Dear Clyde-Savannah Families, 
 
We have received updated information from the Governor’s Office and the NYS Education Department 
(NYSED) regarding the COVID-19 situation. Please take note of these important updates.  
 

• The Governor issued a new Executive Order yesterday (4/6/2020), closing school buildings 
through 4/28/2020. We anticipated a closure beyond April 15, and it seems like the Governor is 
reassessing the situation every two weeks.  
 

• Also yesterday, the Board of Regents met and voted to cancel the June Regents exams for 2020.  
NYSED has drafted an FAQ for your reference, which can be accessed at the following link: 
frequently asked questions document.  The main points for the Guidance Document are as 
follows: 
 

Students who would take one or more Regents Examinations during the June 2020 examination period 
shall be exempted from the requirements pertaining to passing such two examinations in order to be 
issued a diploma. In order to qualify for the exemption, students must meet one of the following 
eligibility requirements: 
 
 The student is currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents Examination and 

will have earned credit in such course of study by the end of the 2019-20 school year; 
 The student is in Grade 7, is enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents Examination 

and will have passed such course of study by the end of the 2019-20 school year; 
 The student is currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents Examination and 

has failed to earn credit by the end of the school year. Such student returns for summer instruction 
to make up the failed course credit and is subsequently granted diploma credit in August 2020; or 

 The student was previously enrolled in the course of study leading to an applicable Regents 
Examination, has achieved course credit, and has not yet passed the associated Regents 
Examination but was intending to take the test in June 2020 to achieve a passing score. 

 
It is very important to understand that students still need to pass their courses in order to get the Regents 
exemption. Here is specific language from the FAQ: 

• In the event that extended closure interferes with a school or district’s ability to provide the 
full unit of study by the end of the school year, either in face-to-face instruction or through 
other methods, the student should be granted the diploma credit as long as the student has 
met the standards assessed in the provided coursework. 

 
Additional guidance will be coming from your child’s principal, teachers and/or school counselor about 
what this means for their status for the current school year and beyond. I am very pleased with how 
understanding NYSED has been of this situation, as we all know how difficult it has been for students, 
families, and school districts.  
 
Thank you once again for your patience and understanding during this unprecedented time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael C. Hayden, Superintendent  

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-regents-grad-req-faq.pdf

